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CHAPTER 28A

RIVER WATER AREA AND OTHER WATER AREA

28A.01DEFINITIONS

Abandoned:  Thetermabandoned property means anykindofpersonal property the
ownerofwhich cannotbefound afterareasonable effort ismadebytheCity.  Theterm
alsomeansanykindofpersonal property theownerofwhich isorbecomes known, and
who, after receiving written notice toremove itwithinareasonable timerefuses to
remove itordoesnotremove itwithin thetimestated.  

CityLand:  Landowned, possessed orcontrolled bytheCityofWinona.  Landwhich the
Cityhaslicensed toanother party.  Landonwhich theCityhasaneasement.  

CityManager:  Theperson appointed bytheCityCouncil toactasCityManager,  orhis
designated representative.  

FamilyUnit:  Asingleperson, asingleperson withchildren livingathome, amarried
couple, oramarried couplewithchildren livingathome.  

FloodControl Dike:  Thefloodcontrol dike istheearthen andconcrete barrier erected
adjacent totheMississippi River running fromOlmstead Street westerly tothecorporate
limitsandrunning easterly totheabandoned GreatWestern Railway right-of-way
easterly ofthePeerless ChainCompany plant.  

Licensed AreaNo1:  A15footwidestriponthenorthsideofLatsch Island fromthe
Highway 43right-of-waydownstream tothelower tipoftheisland, including a15foot
widestriparound thenorthsideofwhat isreferred toasBathHouseSlough.  Alsoa15
footstriponthesouthsideofLatsch Island fromtheHighway 43right-of-waytoapoint
125feetdownstream oftheabandoned railroad bridge.  

Licensed AreaNo. 2:  TheEastEndBoatClub.  NottheareaknownastheMunicipal
BoatHarbor orBob'sMarine.  

Latsch Island:  Anisland intheMississippi Riverwithin thecorporate limitsoverwhich
passes theInterstate Bridge andHighway No. 43connecting theStateofMinnesota and
theStateofWisconsin, Island72.  

RiverWaterArea:  Thatareawithin thecorporate limits lying riverward ofPrairie Island
Roadandthesoutherly bankoftheMississippi River.  

MotorVehicle:  Amotor vehicle isonedefined inChapter 61ofthisCode.  

OtherWater Area:  Allwaterareaswithin thecorporate limitsother thanthosedefined as
riverwaterarea.  

Rubbish:  Rubbish isanywastematerial, refuse, garbage, human excrement, ormatter
thatappears tobediscarded.  

Sanitary Facility:  AsperStateregulations.  
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Structure:  Astructure isaboathouse, boatgarage orsimilar shelter: (a)  built foruseor
usedonthewater, (b) without motivepower topropel iton, in, orthrough thewater, and
c) usedforstorageofboatsand/orpersonal property and/orhuman habitation.  The

termalsoincludes aboatslip, buildings, trailers, oranyobjectormaterial usedtoshelter
aperson orthepersonal property ofapersonandwhich isplaced onlandorwater inthe
samelocation foraperiod longer than24consecutive hours.  Astructure isnot (a) a
boat, exceptwhenitismoored tolandforover24consecutive hours, (b) afishing shack
orhouseplacedonnatural iceoverwater, or (c) something erected bytheCity, thePort
Authority ofWinona, theStateofMinnesota, theUnited StatesofAmerica, orapublic
utility.  

28A.02 GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR RIVER AND WATER AREAS

a) Noperson shallmoor toortietoorplaceonCity landintheriverwater areasor
otherwaterareasanystructure unless licensed todosobytheCity, orunless
suchuseispermitted byspecial agreement between theCityandtheuser.  

b) Noperson shallmoortoortietoorplaceonanylandintheRiverAreaany
structure orboatwhichwill interfere withnavigation onthewatersofthe
Mississippi Riverorwhich willunreasonably expose anyperson todangerorbe
contrary tothelawsoftheUnited States ofAmerica, theStateofMinnesota or
theordinances contained inthisCode.  

c) Noperson shall throw, drop, deposit, bury, orleaveanyrubbish inthewateror
onorintheland.  

d) Noperson shallerectanywireswhether used forpower, telephone, television or
anyotherpurpose without theexpress written consent oftheCityManager.  

e) Noperson shallkeeporharboradogonLatsch Islandexceptasfollows.  A
licensee mayhaveandmaintain twosmalldogshelters.  Adogmaybewalked
onaleash.  Adogshallbekeptwithin15feet fromtheshore inthearea
designated bythelicense anditshallbeleashed.  

f)  Noperson shallbelicensed touseorshalluseastructure onLatsch Island
westerly ofHighway No. 43.  

g) Noperson shall failtokeepastructure securely fastened totheland.  Said
structure shallbesofastened that itwillfloat freelyatanytimeexcept when
frozen intotheiceandwillbesofastened that itcanbedetached without
destruction ofitsparts.  Acatwalk shallbeattached tothestructure.  

h) Noperson shallabandon personal property intheRiverWater AreaorOther
WaterArea. Ifproperty issoabandoned, theCityManager maydispose ofitas
isseenfit, andmaycharge thecosts incurred totheperson whoabandoned it,  
andmaycause suittobebrought against suchperson fortherecovery ofsuch
costs.  Money received bytheCityondisposal inexcess ofthecostsofremoval
shallbeheldbytheCity; ifnoclaimismadeofsuchmonies within oneyearafter
receipt, thesameshallbecome theproperty oftheCityandshallbeplaced inits
general fund.  
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i) Noperson shalluse, cut, break, remove, damage ordisfigure anytree, shrubor
bushwithout theexpress written consent oftheCityManager.  

j) Noperson licensed tooccupyaspaceshallmovefromthatspacewithout first
notifying theCityManager.  

k) Noperson shallhavemore thanoneneat firewood pile.  Thefirewood maybe
storedonCity landbutonlywithin thefrontage areaallocated totheboathouse
andatadepth fromthenormal waterline offifteen feet.  Noperson shall storeor
keepanyotherpersonal property, including fuel, refuseorstructures onother
Cityland.  

l) Noperson shall install orusepermanent mooring postsorringsplaced onCity
landunless thesameareapproved bytheCity.  Postsorringsshallbepaid for
bythelicensee oruser.  

m) Noperson shalloccupy oruseastructure forhuman habitation unless itis
equipped withasanitary facility.  

n) Noperson shalloperate atugboat, towboat ortowboat withbarges inthevicinity
ofthepermanent floodcontrol dikebetween Winona Street andOlmstead Street
insuchamanner astocausedamage tosaiddikebydirect contact withsaid
dikeorbytheactionoftheboatwashagainst saiddikeorbyanyothermeans.  

o) Nopersons shallmoortoortietoorplaceonLatsch Island (Island 72) anybarge
orperform barge fleeting activities adjacent toLatsch Island (Island72) unless
licensed todosobytheCityCouncil.  

p) Nohabitable structures arepermitted intheEastEndHarbor.  

28A.03 SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR LICENSED AREAS

a) Anapplication foralicense shallbemadetotheCityinwriting.  Itshall state the
nameandaddress oftheapplicant, adescription ofthestructure andsuchother
information astheCitymayfromtimetotimerequire.  

b) Alicense shallbeinwritingandshallbesignedbyarepresentative oftheCity
andbythelicensee.  

c) Alicense shall contain thefollowing information andsuchother information as
theCitymaydetermine isnecessary, thenameandaddress ofthelicensee, the
license location, alicense number, thetermandfeeandthefollowing statement:  

Thelicensee agrees tokeep thelicensed areaassigned inareasonably
clean, sanitary andsafecondition; toremove rubbish fromtheproperty not
lessoften thanweekly; tocomply with theordinances andregulations of
theCity; todisplay acurrent license number inaprominent placeonthe
structure visible fromthelandward side; tokeep thestructure securely and
safelymoored; toquit thelicensed areapromptly afterrevocation and
termination ofhislicense andtoremove allofhisproperty within30days
aftersuchrevocation andtermination; topaythecostofremoval of
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abandoned property, oriftheCitypaysfortheremoval ofsaidproperty, to
reimburse theCity forallcosts incurred intheremoval ofabandoned
property; torepairanydamage donetotherealproperty; tonotcutdown
treesorbrushorsubstantially alter theappearance orcondition ofthe
licensed areawithout theexpress written consent oftheCityManager; to
assume responsibility fordamages toproperty orinjuries topersons which
mayarise fromorbeincidental totheexercise ofthelicense orfor
damages totheproperty orinjuries tothepersonofthelicensee, his
officers, agents, service employees, guests orfamilyorothers whomaybe
onlicensed areabyinvitation ortheinvitation ofanyoneofthem, whether
arising fromactivities oftheCityonsaidareaorotherwise; andthe
licensee shallhold theCityharmless fromanyandallsuchclaimsby
appearing inanddefending anyandallsuchactions andpayingand
satisfying allfinal judgments obtained.”  

d) Alllicenses shallexpire onJune30ofeachyear.  Thetermofalicense shallbe
forone (1) yearorsuchshorter termifthelicense isobtained afterJuly1ofany
year.  Alicense fee, assetforth inSection 51.01, shallbepaidonorbeforeJuly
1.  Anadministrative fee, inaddition tothelicense fee, shallbepaidbyanowner
applying foralicense afterthe1stdayofJuly.  Alicense feeshallnotbeprorated
norberefundable.  Spaceshallbeassigned bytheCityManager withatleast
eight footspacing between structures.  Alicense shallbetransferable onlywith
theconsent oftheCityManager.  Aperson whohasbeenlicensed tousea
particular space, andwhowishes tosecureanewlicense forthatspace, shallbe
givenfirstpriority.  

e) Alicensee whose license isrevoked shallnotbegrantedalicense foraperiodof
threeyears thereafter.  

f)  Nomorethanonespace shallbelicensed forusebyafamilyunit.  

g) Noperson shalluseastructure toengage inbusiness unless licensed bytheCity
todoso.  

h) Nofirm, association, organization, partnership, business trust, company or
corporation shallbeissuedalicense.  

28A.04 OPTION TO CLOSE MOORING

TheCityManager mayfromtimetotimerecommend totheCityCouncil thatcertainCity
landintheriverwaterareaorotherwaterarea, beclosed tothemooring ofastructure
orstructures.  TheCityCouncil maycloseanareaeffective upontheexpiration ofthe
current license term, ifany, ortheCityCouncil may, ifitfindsthatasuperior public use
exists, closeanareaon120daysnotice.  

28A.05 CONSTRUCTION CODE FOR FLOATING STRUCTURES

TheConstruction CodeforFloating Structures which isattached tothisChapter as
Appendix Aisincorporated herein byreference.  
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28A.06 FLOATING STRUCTURES SAFETY CODE

TheFloating Structures Safety Codewhich isattached tothisChapter as Appendix Bis
incorporated herein byreference.  

Ord. No. 3365 06/01/98
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APPENDIX A – CHAPTER 28A
CONSTRUCTION CODE FOR FLOATING STRUCTURES

Thefollowing shallbedeemed tobetheconstruction codeforfloating structures intheCityof
Winona, Minnesota, andshallbeenforced bytheCityofWinona Protective Inspections
Department.  

Building permits shallberequired forallnewstructures, additions toormodifications ofexisting
structures withtheexception ofnonwalled structures andworkdeemed tobemaintenance by
theBuilding Official.  

Itisthepurpose ofthisregulation topromote thepublic'shealth, safety andwelfare through the
regulation offloating structures andtheirappurtenances. These regulations recognize that
waterborne structures, bytheirverynatureconfront different environmental factors thando
structures located onland.  Furthermore, itisrecognized thatwaterborne structures have
distinctive design requirements such thatstrictadherence orapplication oftheland-oriented
Specialty Codes isnotalways appropriate andthatmodifications orexceptions should bemade
inappropriate circumstances intheapplication ofthose codes.  

Exceptions maybemadetoallowfornautical character andunique needsoffloating structures.   
Ifanimpasse occurs between apermitapplicant andtheCity, theappeal process shallbeused
toresolve thematter.  

Thisregulation doesnotapply totheconstruction, maintenance oroperation ofvessels or
boats.  

Floating structures moved intotheCityofWinona shall comply withtheregulations fornew
construction.  

1. Anchorage:  Allboathouses anddocksshallbesecurely anchored tolandbyropes,  
cables, and/orspuds withatleastoneanchor being noncombustible toprevent free
floating incaseoffire.  Structures shallbesoanchored toallowforfluctuating water
levelsandhold theminarelatively fixedposition.  

2. Floatation:  Allnewstructures shalluseplasticbarrels forfloatation.  Replacement
barrels forexisting structures shallbeplastic.  

3. Physical andStructural Requirements:   

A. Allboathouses shallhavearoofsoconstructed astosustain snow loadsof30
lbs. persquare foot forallboathouses.  Theauthority having jurisdiction may
require additional bracing toroof framing if, inhisopinion, existing framing isnot
adequate.  

B. Allboathouse roofsshallbewater impervious.  

C. Floors shallbeconstructed tomeeta40pound persquare footuniform liveload.  

D. Alllumber used intheconstruction ofthestructure'splatform, orlumber which is
exposed totheweather andnotproperly protected shallbepressure treated.  
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E. Allconstruction shallbedone inamanner conforming tonormally acceptable
construction practices toprovideastructurally soundstructure.  Boltsand
framing hangers shallbeusedasnormally required.  

F. Woodframing abovewater level - Ownershallbeonnoticebyregulatory
department oflistingand/orsettling.  

1) Existing - allexisting boathouses anddocksshallbemaintained for
buoyancy toprevent thefloor fromcoming incontact with thewater.  

2) New - allboathouses anddocksnot licensed attheeffective dateofthis
ordinance shallbeclassified asnew.  Allnewboathouses shallhave
buoyancy sufficient tokeepallboathouse structural framing members a
minimum of6inchesabove thewater level.  

4. FireWarning System:  Allhabitable boathouses shallbeprovided withasmoke detector
conforming totheMinnesota StateBuilding Code.  Thedetector shallbemounted onthe
ceilingorwallatapointcentrally located intheboathouse orareagivingaccess to
roomsusedforsleeping purposes. Where sleeping roomsareonanupper level, the
detector shallbeplaced atthecenteroftheceiling directly above thestairway, in
addition toadetector onthemain level.  Ifsleeping roomsareseparated, adetector
shallbeinstalled ineachsleeping roominaddition toother required detectors.  All
detectors shallbelocated within12inches oftheceiling.  Careshallbeexercised to
insure thattheinstallation willnotinterfere withtheoperating characteristics ofthe
detector.  When actuated, thedetector shallprovide analarm intheboathouse.  

5. Fireextinguisher:  Allboathouses shallhaveaminimum ofone2A10BCfire
extinguisher.  

6. Guardrails:  Allboathouses withunenclosed floors, roofopenings, accessible roofs,  
landings, balconies, porches, decksorsimilar areaswhich aremore than30inches
above thewater lineorfloorbelow, shallbeprotected byaguardrail.  Guardrails shallbe
notlessthan36inches inheight. Open guardrails shallhave intermediate railsoran
ornamental pattern such thatasphereof6inches indiameter cannot passthrough.  

7. Ceiling height forhabitable rooms:   Allhabitable areas shallhaveaminimum clear
ceilingheightof7feet.  

8. Natural light:  Allhabitable areasshallhavesufficient glazing toprovide 10% natural light
inrelation tothefloorarea.  

9. Sleeping RoomEgress:  Allroomsusedforsleeping purposes shallhaveadoordirectly
totheoutside oranescape window complying withtheMinnesota StateBuilding Code.  

10. Exitdoors:  

A. Existing structures - doorsanddoorways inexisting boathouses areexempt from
therequirements forexitdoors.  
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EXCEPTION: If, intheopinionoftheauthority having jurisdiction, anexitdooror
doorway doesnotleaddirectly toshoreorisnotreadily accessible toshoreor, in
hisopinion, mayaffect thelifeorsafetyoftheoccupants, hemayrequirean
approved exit tobeinstalled.  

B. NewStructures - allboathouses notlicensed attheeffective dateofthis
ordinance shallbeclassified asanewstructure andshallhaveoneexitdoor
meeting thefollowing requirements:  

1) Size:   Anexitdoorway shallbeofasizeastopermit theinstallation ofa
doornot lessthan2feet8inches inwidthandnot lessthan6feet8
inches inheight.  Doorshallbecapable ofopening atleast90degrees
andshallbesomounted thattheclearwidthoftheexitwayisnotless
than30inches.  

2) Special Doors:  Revolving, slidingandoverhead doorsshallnotbeused
asrequired exits.  

3) Therequired exitdoorshallbesolocated toleaddirectly toshoreorbe
readily accessible toshore.  

4)  Allstructures shallhaveaminimum ofone30inchwidewalkway or
gangway between thestructure andtheshore, forexiting purposes.  

11. Stairs:  Stairsshallnotexceed anangleof60degrees measured fromthehorizontal
with flattreads notlessthan6inches inwidthandaminimum lengthof24inches atthe
tread.  Norisermaybemorethan9inches andhandrails mustbeprovided onboth
sidesofthestairs34inches to38inches above thetreadnose.  Headroom shallbe
maintained at6feet8inchesabove thetreadnose.  

12. Sanitation Facilities:  

A. Toilet - allhabitable boathouses shallhavetoilet facilities meeting requirements
asdescribed inthe1979Minnesota Updated Boating Guide.  

1) Allpermanently installed toiletsaboard watercraft mustbeU.S. Coast
Guardcertified no-discharge devices (TypeIII).  

2) Portable toilets maybeusedifwastes areretained onboard forproper
disposal afterreturning toshore.  

Allotherboathouses with toilet facilities shallmeet thesamerequirements.  

B. Lavatory - allboathouses equipped with toilet facilities shallhavealavatory or
similar functionable washarea. Allgraywatershallberetained anddisposed of
onshore inanapproved manner.  

13. Heating Facilities:  

A.   Existing - heating facilities inexisting boathouses areexempt fromthe
requirements ofthissection.  
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EXCEPTION: If, intheopinion oftheauthority having jurisdiction, theexisting
heating facility areexceptionally hazardous andmayaffect thelifeorsafetyof
theoccupants, hemayrequire modifications totheexisting heating facilities.  

B. New - allboathouses notlicensed attheeffective dateofthisordinance shallbe
classified asanewstructure andallheating facilities installed, altered, changed,  
orusedshallbeincompliance withtheMinnesota Uniform Mechanical Code.  

C. Allnewinstallations ofheating equipment require apermit fromtheauthority
having jurisdiction.  

14. Electrical Systems:  

A. Existing - electrical systems inexisting boathouses areexempt fromthe
requirements ofthissection.  

EXCEPTION: If, intheopinion oftheauthority having jurisdiction, theexisting
electrical systems areexceptionally hazardous andmayaffect thelifeorsafetyof
theoccupants, hemayrequire modifications totheexisting electrical system.  

B. New - allboathouses notlicensed attheeffective dateofthisordinance shallbe
classified asanewstructure andallelectrical systems installed, altered,  
changed, orusedshallbeincompliance withtheMinnesota StateElectrical
Code.  

C. Allnewinstallations andsystem alterations ormodifications requireapermit from
theauthority having jurisdiction.  

15. LifePreserver:   Allboathouses shallhaveaminimum ofoneCoastGuard approved life
preserver.  

16. PostingofLicense Number:   Allboathouses anddocks shallpost, ontheshoreendof
theboathouse, aminimum 4inchhighnumbers which contrasts totheirbackground, as
assigned bytheauthority having jurisdiction.  

17. Adjacent Land.   Allboathouses anddockowners shallmaintain asafeapproach and
keepadjacent landcleanandfreeofdebris.  

18. Boathouse ordinance willcontain aprovision foracommittee composed ofboathouse
owners asfirstcontact indispute complaints andgrievances.  
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APPENDIX B – CHAPTER 28A
FLOATING STRUCTURES SAFETY CODE

Thefollowing shallbedeemed tobethesafetycode forfloating structures intheCityofWinona,  
Minnesota.  

1. Allstructures arerequired tobeinspected initiallybytheProtective Inspections
Department toinsurecompliance withtherequirements ofthiscode.  After theinitial
inspection, enforcement ofthecodeshallbetheresponsibility oftheWBA.  

2. Allstructures shallhaveagangway witha30inchminimum widthbetween theshore
andstructure.  Thegangway shallbemaintained inasafeandsound condition.  

3. Allstructures shallmaintain house numbers ofaminimum fourinchheightwhich
contrast totheirbackground ontheshore sideofthestructure.  

4. LifePreserver:  Allboathouses shallhaveaminimum ofoneCoastGuard approved life
preserver.  

5. Allstructures shallhaveaminimum ofonefireextinguisher withaminimum ratingof2A
10BC. Extinguishers shallbeserviced yearlybyqualified personnel.  

6. Allhabitable structures shallhavesmoke detectors asrequired bytheFloating
Structures Construction Codeandshallmaintain thedetectors inoperating condition.  

7. Allheating andcooking appliances shallbeinstalled andmaintained inasafecondition
soastoprevent firesandcarbon monoxide poisoning.  

8. Electrical systems shallbemaintained inasafecondition toprevent firesandthe
potential ofelectrocution.  

9. Allsleeping areas shallbeprovided withandmaintain egress fromthose areasas
required bytheFloating Structures Construction Code.  

10. Anyviolations ordeficiencies notedduring thesafety inspection shallbecorrected within
15daysandreinspected unlessatimeextension hasbeengranted bytheinspecting
authority forjustcause.  
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